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Executive Summagfe

Background and Objectives

Asbestos is a human carcinogen confirmed by the World Health Organization,
it is still common in Hong Kong today. During the massive construction and
demolition projects inrecent years, asbestos fiber of old buildings may be released
from the damaged buildings and become airborne. When these fibre were inhaled by
residents and frontline workers, their risk of suffering asbestosis and other asbestos-
related diseases might be increased. Therefore, Hong Kong Workers’ Health Centre
(HKWHC) carried out a quantitative study with Hong Kong Construction Industry
Employees General Union (HKCIEGU), aiming to find out the awareness and
knowledge of asbestos and its hazards among Hong Kong citizens. This study also
aimed to raise public awareness of asbestos, and to encourage the government and
society to promote primary prevention actively in responding to the improvement
suggestions stated.

Method

With the use of questionnaire survey, this study was to find out the citizens’
awareness of asbestos, including their channels of getting the asbestos information,
awareness of asbestos-related diseases, and response when came across asbestos.

Results

Many respondents were found never coming across the information of
asbestos hazards and were in lack of awareness of asbestos around. Their awareness
of asbestos application, regulation and enforcement was also low. Most of them
had a correct attitude towards the handling of asbestos materials, but their low
awareness of asbestos could lead to wrong decisions making, which might worsen
the problem.

Recommendations

We suggested the government to review the existing education and publicity
strategies, and to promote prevention of asbestos hazards at the community level.
We also suggested reviewing the existing legislation, guidelines and codes of practice
of asbestos control. The existing passive regulatory approach should be changed,
and law enforcement efforts of the government should be strengthened. Moreover,
reporting mechanism and query platform for asbestos-containing building materials
operated by the government should be set up, so the public can better understand
whether asbestos is present in their living environment more autonomously.
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